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INTRODUCTION

The Qur’an, which comprises 114 stirahs or chaprr_':;_
began to be revealed to the Prophet Mul)anmmd.i:;:
upon whom be peace, through the angel | 15:.1’1\
(Gabriel) in A.D. 610, while the Prophet was sitting
in seclusion in the cave of Hira, near Makkah. ’1:'1‘“_-
entire revelation was completed over a period of 23
years, and the last passage of the Qur’an was revealed
to the Prophet while he was addressing a gathering
at Mount ‘Arafit after performing his last Hajj in A.D.
632. Being the true word of Allah in human language,
the Quran is the eternal book of instruction for the
whole of mankind. It provides correct and
understandable answers to all the questions which
arise in an inquisitive mind, such as why Allah has
placed humanity on earth? What is His scheme of
things in creating such a vast universe? How should
we lead our lives? What will happen to us after death?

And so on. _

The Qur’an is the sacred scripture of Islam. No
other scripture, in the history of the human race has
ever had such an impact on the lives and hearts of its

- readers, especially those who first heard its message
- and then passed it on to later generations.
& [t presents the key to successful human existence,
' both in this life and in the life to come. If Allah really
exists, and if He is perfect Justice and Compassion, it
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£, they will understand how to serve Kﬁigunad

respect the ideal of justice. They will also be imbinj
e

with conﬁden(?e and contentment, and will live in
peace. No one is obliged to read the Qur’an, or forced
to believe in it. It is laid in front of an inquirer, with
the invitation to use his or her reason to examine what
is said, and judge whether its teachings are right or
wrong.

Those who live wrongly, in selfishness, arrogance,
cruelty and so on, are given a dire warning. They may
think that they have safely found success, but that 1s
not the case. This life is not all that there is, and on
the Day of Judgement they will be called to account
for all that they have done, and avoided doing.

us to repent and seek forgiveness, an )
hearts on the right lines while there 18 still time.

This book is a humble attempt O convey o

y

essence of the Qur’in by presenting the conten
each of its sirahs in condensed form. Thg
throughout the book is on the spirit of the Q g
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on its message and its teachings and on the lessons that
should be derived from it for our daily life. Although
the book is primarily intended for the general reader
who is interested in studying the Qur’an, it will alsc
be found a useful tool for da‘wah.

[n addition to its being the duty of every Muslim
man, woman and child to study the Qur’'an and
follow it, the communication of its message to non-
Muslims is also obligatory. It is pre-eminently the
responsibility of the Mushims to convey the Message
of the Qur’an to other nations (5:67; 12:108; 72:28)
Therefore, the Quran urges them over and over
again to carry out this task and even calls it the true
jihad: ‘By means of this (Qur’an), strive with them,
with the utmost strenuousness’ (25:52). In his last
sermon the Prophet Muhammad also urged his
followers to convey the message of the Qur’an ‘even
if only a single ayah.” Therefore, the greatest need of
the hour is to acquaint non-Muslims with this

message in a language and style which is understandable

_':sr'. to them, as the Prophet—and through him all the
The Qur’an warns of this ‘nevitability, and urges  believers—is enjoined in the Quran: ‘O Messenger,

a ’ B
d put our lives and

proclaim all that is revealed to you from your Lord.
Unless you do it fully, you have not conveyed His
message (at all). Allah will pr from all
people’ (5:67). Thus . 1
sincerity till the L




In the name of Allah,
the Compassionate, the Merciful
Praise be to Allah,
Lord of the Universe,
the Compassionate, the Merciful,
Master of the Day of Judgement.
You alone we worship,

and to You alone we turn for help.

Guide us to the straight path.

The path of those whom You have favoured,
not of those who have incurred Your wrath,

nor of those who are gone astray.

(Al-Fatihah 1-7)

I .
AL-FATIHAH
The Opening

It befits us to commence all tasks in the name of Allah,
our Master, the source of all mercy and all compassion,
whose blessings are continually descending upon
creation. To commence any undertaking in His name
1s to pray that the Almighty, in His infinite mercy.
may come to our assistance and bring our work to a
successful conclusion. This is our acknowledgement
that we are Allah’s servants, and it also brings a divine
assurance of success.

The Qur’an has a special way of expressing a
believer’s inner sentiments in the best possible words.
The opening chapter of the Qur'an constitutes a
supplication of this nature, and expresses feelings

.'}which are naturally aroused in us after discovering the

_ truth.

.~ When we look at the world around us, we cannot
fail to notice Allah’s power and mercy in evidence
everywhere. With what care Allah watches over the

orld! Everything has been made to relate to our

eeds. This observation shows us that the great
machine cannot be in vain. We
come a day when the ungy




Judgement. | have submitted to You and

n 1_1mbly Seek y
Your help; have mercy on me. Lord, show me the
path that is, to You, the true path. Enable me to tresq 7
the path of Your chosen servants. Help me to avoid The Heifer

the path of those who have gone astray, and the path

. __ This was the first sirah to be revealed at Madinah,
of those who have incurred Your wrath due to their except verses 275-281, which relate to the last months

before the Prophet’s death. It contains 286 ayat, which
makes it the longest sirah of the Qur’an. The title is

obstinacy.’
Allah requires His servants to live their lives with

such thoughts and emotions. The opening chapter of derived from the story narrated in ayat 67-73.

the Qur’an is a miniature picture of such a believer, The siirah begins by underlining the basic purpose
while the rest of the Qur’an is an enlargement of it. of the revelations of the Qur'in—namely, the

guidance of humanity in spiritual and worldly affairs.
The main stress is laid on the contrasting attitudes of
those who accept these revelations and those who
reject them. Dealing with the fate of disbelievers and
“hypocrites, the inimitability of the Qur’an, the story
~of the Prophet Adam 3 and the creation of
~ humanity, the sirah goes on to describe in great detail
~ the story of the Bani Isra’il and the sins committed
by them. Particular attention is drawn to the Prophet
Ibrahim 52 with his realisation of the oneness of Allah
and his building of the Ka‘bah as the direction of
prayer for all ‘those who surrender




Our Lord.

take us not to task

1t we forget, or malk.

| mistake
Our Lord, |
charge us not with a load such
as You laid upon those before us

Our Lord,
do not burden us

beyond what we have the strength to bear.

And pardon us,

and forgive us,

and have mercy on us;

You are our Protector.

And help us against the people

that are unbelievers.
(2:286)
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AL ‘IMRAN
The House of ‘Imran

The siirah was revealed at Madinah and contains 200

ayat. It derives its title from ayah 33, which refers to

the family of ‘Imran, the father of the Prophet Musa

5. The sirah begins by praising Allah, ‘who shapes

your bodies in your mothers’ wombs as He pleases.’

Ayat 8 and 9 are a prayer: ‘Lord, do not cause our

hearts to go astray after you have guided us.” The

present life has been made so attractive that people are
freely tempted by sexual lust and offspring, hoarded
treasures, splendid horses, cattle and plantations. But
the life hereafter is surely better than this (3:14). The
believers pray, ‘Lord we believe in You; forgive our
sins and keep us from the torment of the Fire.” They
are steadfast, sincere, obedient and charitable, imploring
forgiveness at dawn (3:16-17). The siirah goes on to
describe how heedless people are of the truth, and says
that it is only the Lord who bestows sovereignty on
~whom He wills, and who takes it away from whom
He pleases.

The sirah asserts that ‘the day will surely come
hen each soul will be confronted with whatever
ood it has done.” Mention is also made of several
rophets including Adam, Nah, Ibrahim, Zakariyya
nd ‘Is3, upon all of whom be peace. Maryam-(Mary)

17




1s cited as one who ;
(3:42). Ayah 6 \:7 Okls e dhigxe w
_‘,1“ Sl 4182 key passage of ¢}~ Omankind
calls the People of the B k = Qursan ;
the O 00k (Jews and : Whic
neness of God. ) chflstians)t
The unbelievers who are seel: :
than Al s G
heave MO EhAs Eyery
ns or on the earth has s
willingl - ol
’ gly _OY by compulsion (3:83). F
<.:he unbelievers, no ransom shall be
1t were as much gold as would fill |
(3:91).
The sa
for hmmh e On. t(.) UFge the believers ‘to call
righteousness, enjoin justice and forbid evil
(3:104).'The Prophet’s Companions are called ‘the
best nat.1on (3:119) anc‘l patience and piety are held
up as virtues which will safeguard one against evil
conspiracies (3:120). Referring to the calamitous
defeat at Uhud, the sirah says that Allah ‘“alternates
these vicissitudes among people so that He may test
them’ (3:140). Those who are niggardly in the cause
of Allah will be fettered with their own wealth on
the Day of Judgement (3:180). Every soul will taste
death and the truly triumphant will be those who are
spared the Fire and permitted to enter Paradise
(3:185). After saying in admonition to believers: ‘You
shall be tested through your wealth and your personﬁ,’

.

* religion Othey
1gle soul in g
tted to Hin
m those Wh(;
cepted evep if
- eéntire earth

the sirah concludes with the following awe-inspiring

prayer:
18

Y

In the creation of the heavens and earth, and 1n
the alternation of night and day, there are signs
for those of sense; those that remember Allah
when standing, sitting, and lying down, and reflect
on the creation of the heavens and the earth,
saying: ‘Lord, You have not created this in vain.
Glory be to You! Save us from the torment Of
the Fire.

‘Lord, those whom You will cast into
You will put to eternal shame: none will help the
evil-doers. Lord, we have heard someone calling
to the true faith, saying: «“Believe in your Lord,”
and we believed. Lord, forgive us our sins and
remove from us our evil deeds and make us die
Lord, grant us what You

the Fire

with the righteous.
promised through Your prophets, and do not hold
us up to shame on the Day of Resurrection. You
will never break Your promise.’

(3:190-193)

19



[ISA’

W OITMEN

The siirah was revealed at Madinah and contains 176
ayat. Stressing the essential unity of mankind, the sirak
begins with an appeal for the solidarity of the human

race, and makes special mention of the rnights of

orphans. A large portion of the sirah, as its title
indicates, deals with the rights of women and the
many-faceted questions relating to family life, such as
the law of inheritance, marital relations and the
prohibition of marriage with close relations.

Ayit 7 to 23 mainly deal with family affairs, social
teachings, orphans, business transactions, and so on.
Male believers are asked to treat their wives with
kindness, even if they dislike them, because ‘it may be
that you dislike a thing which Allah has meant for your
own abundant good’ (4:19). Those who desire ‘to
exchange one wife for another’ should not take away
anything from the ginfar (treasure) which they have
given them. The allusion to the ‘exchange’ of one
wife for another clearly indicates that the Qur’an
desires stable marriages (4:20). In matters of marital
disputes (and in wider terms, of every dispute), the
siirah says ‘reconciliation is best’ (4:127) and elsewhere
also points out the method of arbitration in such cases.

The sirah categorically states that Allah may

20

forgive everything except that “partners should be set
up with Him’ (4:48. 116). Ayah 78 says that any good
or evil that befalls one comes only from Allah
Believers are instructed to respond to greetings 1n 2
better way’ (4:86). The siirah gives permission to tight
(gital) against those who persecute others (4:75) and
goes on to say that if the rival group offers to make
peace, they should not be harmed (4:90).

Other subjects that the sirah deals with include the
behaviour of the community in war and peace,
manslaughter, how to deal with hypocrites, justice.
People of the Book, Bana Isra’il, rights of parents,
stories of the prophets, the importance of prayer. and
other topics.

21



5
AL-MA IDAH
The Table

The siirah belongs to the Madinan period and contains
120 ayat. It takes 1ts ttle from the request made by the
disciples of the Prophet Isa 53 that he should pray to
his Lord to send down a table spread with food from
Heaven (s:112). The siah deals with Jews and
Christians, and with certain details relating to Hajj,
foods, prayer and <ocial relations, etc. Referring to the
murder of the Prophet Adam’s son Habil (Abel) by his
brother Qabil (Cain), the siirah declares that ‘whoever
killed a human being...it shall be as though he had
slain all mankind, whereas, if anyone saved a life, 1t
shall be regarded as though he had saved all mankind’
(5:32). Referring to the Prophet ‘Isa 5%, the sirah says
that on the Day of Judgement Allah will ask him
whether he had ever told people to worship him and
his mother as gods besides Allah. But Isa 55 would
disclaim this and say that he had only told them to
‘worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord’ (5:116-117)-
The sirah also contains the very last portion of the
Qur'an (5:3), which was revealed to the Prophet
during his last pilgrimage while he was addressing the
gathering at ‘Arafit.

22
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AL-AN‘AM
The Cattle

The siirah, revealed at Makkah, contains 165 ayat. [ts
ttle derives from references in ayar 136-138 to pre-
[slamic practices concerning animals.

Praising Allah, “Who created the heavens and the
earth,” the sirah is censorious of unbelievers who
would have disbelieved divine revelations, even if ‘a
Book inscribed on real parchment’ had been sent
down to them from heaven (6:7). ‘Allah, to punish
them, turns away their hearts and their eyes from
truth’ (6:110). Then, on the Day of Judgement,
‘when they are set before the Fire, they will cry out:
“Would that we could return! Then we would not
deny the revelations of our Lord and would be true
believers” (6:27). Subsequently, it is revealed that “if
Allah wills to guide someone, He opens his (or her)
heart to Islam’ (6:126).

- Ayah 108 instructs believers not to revile the idols
of unbelievers, as they too in their ignorance would
revile Allah with rancour. The siirah principally
concerns lDivine attributes and mentions several
prophets, including the Prophet Ibrahim in his quest
for Truth. Near the end is the prayer: ‘My prayers

and my devotions, my life and my death, are all for
Allah, Lord of the Universe’ (6:162).

23



-
AL-A‘RAF
The Heights

The siirah, revealed at Makkah, contains 206 ayat. The
title derives from ayah 40, which refers to the Heights,
or a raised platform, on which the righteous will
gather before entering Paradise.

It begins by mentioning that the Qur’in 1s an
,dmonition and warning, then tells the story of the
Prophet Adam 5 and Satan (Iblis). According to
7:26, the finest clothing is ‘the robe of piety.
Depicting scenes of hell, the siirah describes the utter
helplessness of sinners who would give anything to
live their lives again on earth, so that they might act
differently (7:53)- 7:50 reminds believers to pray to
their Lord with humility and in secret. Then comée
the stories of the Prophets Nah, Had, Salih, Lat,
Shu‘ayb, Musa and Hartn, upon all of whom be
peace.

It also outlines the divine scheme of putting
people on trial through hardship and ease: hardship
cleanses the believer of sin (7:168).

Recalling the creation of human beings from On€
soul, Tthe siirah refers to those who pray to Allah for
Z?Efmg; th?n Allah gives them a healthy child, they

thiilfll:;:ss?gute ot?_ers with Allah (7:189). Lamenting
, the Qur’an says: ‘Exalted be Allah above

24

their idols!’ (7:190)- Finally believers are ask'ed to
show forgiveness, speak for justice .nd avoid the
ignorant (7:199) and to remember the Lord humbl}'-g
with awe, morning and evening, without raising their

voices (7:205)-

25



8
AL-ANFAL
The Spoils

The siirah was revealed at Madinah and contains 7§
ayat. Its title 1s taken from the @yah which refers to the
spoils of the battle of Badr.

The sirah begins by asking the believers to have
fear of Allah and end the dispute (regarding the spoils
of Badr). ‘The true believers are those’ according to
ayah 2, ‘whose hearts are flled with awe at the
mention of Allah, and when His revelations are
recited to them, 1t increases them 1n faith, and 1n their
Lord they put their trust.’

The sirah goes on to deal with the battle of Badr
and the lessons to be derived from 1t, nd stresses that
‘victory comes only from Allah’ (8:10). 1t also exhort
the believers to obey Allah .nd His Messenger: As
a military strategy, the siirah notes that fighting féfces
should be kept ready so that enemy may be terrlﬁefiv
(8:60) and emphasizes the importance of peace:
they incline to peace, you incline o i¢ too’ (8:61)

26
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AT-TAWBAH

[Aepentance

This sirah, revealed at Madinah, contains 129 ayat.
Beginning without the basmala invocation, it derives
its title from dyah 104, which refers to Allab accepting
repentance from His servants. Also called Bara’ah, or
‘The Immunity,’ 1€ first words are 2 declaration of
immunity from Allah and His Messenger to idolators
with whom believers had made agreements. It1s Jater
made clear that believers may, however, wage war on
those who break these agreements.

The siah deals mainly with injunctions on
situations of war and peace. Believers are allowed to
defend themselves against those who attack them first
(9:13). Lt urges them ‘to fight against those who have
broken their oaths and conspired to banish the
Messenger’ (9:13) and makes the prophecy that the
message of Islam 1s bound to prevail, though the
unbelievers ‘want to extinguish the light of Allah
with their mouths’ (9:32). The sirah also mentions
the incident of the Hijrah of the Prophet with Abu
Bakr, and their conversation in the cave, when the
enemy seemed about to capture them.

The specific objectives of zakat and charity are
described in ayat s8-6o. Elsewhere, charity is also

ceferred to as a means of cleansing and punfying the

27
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suffering, and the Prophet is told that, eve e‘d to
praved seventy times to intercede for sucia »Lnnllf h-e
prayer would not be answered (9:80). It is r’r. mE f{’ i
that 1f the hypocrites knew how close t]nru.v v o
hellfire, they would laugh less and weep ]ﬂ.;:_c"(ef; 1

The Muhijirtn and Ansair—those who rnig%ati:)c‘l

and those who helped and supported the miorants—
are thus commended: ‘Allah is pleased with '|?cm and
they are pleased with Him’ (9:100). It is also stressed
that Allah turned in mercy even to those who had not
stood by the Prophet in the hour of adversity (9:117).
Ayah 111 states that Allah purchased from the
faithful their lives and worldly goods in return for
Paradise, and that they should therefore strive with
their persons and possessions to spread the message of
Islam. They are the ones who repent, who serve Him
and praise Him, who fast and who kneel and prostrate
themselves, who enjoin justice, forbid evil and observe
the commandments of Allah (9:112).

The sirah concludes with a moving passage about
the Prophet Muhammad £5: ‘There has now come to
you a messenger of your own, one who grieves at your
‘sinfulness and cares for you; one who is benevolent
and merciful to true believers.’

28
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YUNUS
Jonah

The sirah belongs to the late Makkan period and
contains 109 ayat. It derives its name from the
reference to the Prophet Yunus (Jonah) in dyah 98.
The chief feature of this sirah is the invocation of the
wonderful creations of Allah which are ‘signs for
righteous people.” Ayah 12 reminds us that “when
affliction befalls someone, he (or she) cries out to Us
(Allah), lying on his side, sitting, or standing on his
feet. But as soon as We relieve his affliction, he
pursues his former way, as though he had never
prayed for Our help.” The siirah also contains stories
of the Prophets Nah i and Masa 5.

29
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HUD

Lhe sdrah was revealed at Makkah 4.
ayar. The sdrah derives its title from ¢} * refer

Fl}@ Prophet Had G (ayat $0-60) who wag sen{ztce 3
‘Ad people. Disaster overtook them when the ?'the
to respond to his call. s

. Tbe story'of the Prophet Nih (Noah) 5% is deal:
with in detail—people’s rejection of his call; the
making of the Ark; the drowning of his son and finally
the settling of the Ark on Mount Jadi along with the
righteous people. Stories of the Prophets Lat, Silih
Shu‘ayb and Misa, upon all of whom be peace, are
also recounted. Ayah 6 tells us that ‘there is nota
creature on this earth but that Allah provides its
sustenance. He knows its dwelling and its resting
place.” The faithful are also enjoined to ‘attend to your
prayers morning and evening, and in the night time
too. Good deeds shall make amends for sins’ (1T:114)

- ;
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YUSUF
Joseph

The sirah was revealed at Makkah and contains 111
ayat. It derives its title from the Prophet Yasuf's ‘most
beautiful story,” which takes up almost the entire
chapter. Yasuf was the son of the Prophet Ya'qub
(Jacob) 5 and himself a great prophet and a “pious
ancestor.’

From a very early age Yiisuf was so brilliant a child
that his father loved him more than any of his sons.
His half brothers, who were jealous of him, one day
threw him into a waterless well. He was later picked
up by a caravan, who sold him to ‘Aziz, one of the
nobles of Egypt. ‘Aziz’s wife made advances to Y Gisuf,
but he resisted and tried to escape, and his innocence
was proved by the fact that his shirt was torn from the
back. Despite this proof, he was sent to prison. After
some years, having successfully interpreted a dream
which had caused the King great concern, he was set
free and ultimately made one of the King’s ministers.
His half brothers came to him, asking for food during
a great famine. His father back home was so sad at the
loss of Yasuf that he virtually became blind, but when
Yasuf sent his shirt to his father, his eyesight was
restored.

Yasuf invited his family to Egypt and embraced
31




b . e B i i
' Misra insha Allahu aminin)! He helq hi
Pilft‘ll_ts In honour and made them sit on the thro ]
f‘\t this time all, including his brothers, bowed (o hrile-
1IN respect. %
| As well as demonstrating the unshakeable faith angd
highest degree of piety and righteousness of the
Prophet Yasuf, his ‘most beautiful story’ offers severs)]
exTTaordinary lessons for the faithful. The gentle
patience—sabr jamil—shown by both the Prophe
Ya‘qub and Yasuf at the most difficult moments js
exemplary; the Prophet Ya‘qab 5, having lost both
of his beloved sons, merely turned to his Lord saying:
‘I complain to Allah of my sorrow and my sadnesy
(innama ashki baththi wa huzni ila’l Lah) (12:86).
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13
AR-RA‘D
Thunder

The siirah, revealed at Makkah, with 43 ayat derives
its title from ayah 13, which testifies to Allah’s might
with: ‘The thunder sounds His praises and the angels,
too, for awe of Him.’ Rich in content, the sirah
describes the creations of Allah as His signs for pe ople
of understanding. It gives two important maxim: for
the individual and the community. One is that “Allah
does not change a people’s condition unless
change their own (13:11) i.e. He deprives people
His blessings only when their inner selves becom
depraved and withholds His blessings from wilful
sinners until they change their inner selves.

The other is expressed as a parable: “He sends
down water from the sky, which fills the riverbeds
to overflowing, so that the torrent bears a swelling
foam, akin to that which rises from smelted ore when
men make ornaments and tools. Thus Allah depicts
truth and falsehood. The scum is cast away, but that
which is of use to man remains behind’ (13:17). We
are thus urged to be truthful and useful to others lest
we be cast away like ‘scum.” Ayah 14 cites the man
who bids water rise to his mouth. But to no avail.
This shows that prayer to anyone or anything other
than the Lord will surely be in vain.
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i o % . . 3 \ Il"q
<oul according to 1ts deeds’ (14:51). The siirah  ene
i v ek < 14 [0Y
The Sﬁfdh Wwas revealed at Makkélh ;md contains 52 with the call to w m\hu\ ,.'l\H.lhi. ll‘n; 1§ 4 \\1II'L'|'-I|||: |
aya 1hi _ « them take heed and Know thdl @1
ayat. It bears the name of the Prophet Ibrahim becaygg mankind. Let the ¢ =
; but one God. Let the wise bear this 1n nund (14

of the considerable mention it makes of him
The Prophet Ibrihim’s prayer in ayat 3641 for
the city of Makkah and for his descendants forms the
main theme of the sirah: ‘Lord, make this citv a land
of safety. Preserve me and my descendant: from
serving idols.”
The sirah says that every prophet spoke to his
people in their own language (14:4). It also states that
those who thank their Lord for His blessings will have
abundance bestowed upon them, but that a terrible
punishment awaits the thankless (14:7). It goes on to
compare a good word with a good tree, whose roots
are firm and whose branches are in the sky, while an
evil word is compared with an evil tree, torn out of
the earth and shorn of all its roots (14:24-25). It then
warns wrongdoers of the Day when they will plead
with the Lord to grant them respite so that they may
respond to His call. But it will be too late. They will
be reminded that they used to swear that no kind of
resurrection or retribution awaited them. ‘On that
Day when the earth will be changed into a different
earth and the heavens into new heavens, mankind .
<
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15
AL-HIJR
The Rocky Tract

The siirah, which is named after a rocky tract of that
name about 150 miles north of Madinah, was revealed
2t Makkah and contains 99 ayat. 1ts main theme 1s the
Jesson to be drawn from the stories of how the people
of al-Hijr and al-Aykah were destroyed when they
rejected the call of the prophets. The people of the
Prophet Lat 35 were also destroyed for their unspealable
crimes. The sirah sets forth the important cosmic
principle that Allah had never destroyed any people
‘whose term of life was not ordained beforehand
(15:4). In ayah 9, Allah declares: ‘It was We that
revealed the Quran, and it is We who shall guard it
(from all corruption).” This prophecy has been proved
true by the striking fact that the Qur'an has remained
free of even the slightest interpolation for a period of
over 1400 years. The siirah concludes by enjoining the
Prophet in particular and the believers in general t0
worship their Lord till they die (15:99).

16
AN-NAHL
The Bee

The sirah was revealed at Makkah and contains 128
ayat. The title of the sirah is derived from ayar 68,
which refers to Allah’s command to the bees ‘to m ake
their lives on the mountains, in the trees and on the
buildings, to feed on every kind of fruit and to follow
the path of the Lord.’ Later on honey 1s called a
‘healing for humanity. The siirah stresses the blessings
and wonders of the Almighty and reminds us of the
bounties that Allah has showered on mankind. Ayah
58 deplores the hostile sttitude of some men towards
the female child: “When news of a newborn girl 1s
announced to him, his face darkens, and he is filled
with suppressed anger.” In cows there is a great lesson
too. They give us pure milk to drink, coming out of
their bellies ‘between the bowels and the blood’
(16:66). In ayah 90 Allah enjoins justice, kindness and
charity to one’s kindred, and forbids indecency,
wickedness and oppression. Due to its comprehensive
moral teachings, this ayah was ordered by the Caliph
‘Umar ibn Abdul Aziz to be regularly recited in every
sermon of the Friday prayer, and since that time this
has been the regular practice. Enjoining us to fulfil
our promises, the sirah warns us not to be like a
‘woman who unravels the threads she has firmly spun’
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(16:91-92). Both men and women are promised ,

‘good and pure life’ in the Hereafter, provided they

do good and righteous works and have faith (1¢:g5),
Ayat 98 and 99 enjoin believers to seek refuge rom
Satan in reading the Qur’an, as he has no power oyer
true believers. Towards the end, the sdrah enjoing
believers ‘to call men to the path of your Lord with
wisdom and kindly exhortation. Reason with them
in the most courteous manner.’
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L7
AL-ISRA’
The Night Journey

The sirah derives its title from ayah 1, which refers to
the Night Journey of the Prophet Muhammad .
Revealed at Makkah, and composed of 111 ayar, it is
sometimes also called Banii [rd’il, meaning the
Children of Israel, or the Israelites, because of the
references made in it to them.

This sirah informs us that Allah has bound the fate
of each of us to our neck (17:10). On the Day of
Judgement, we will receive an open book to read,
which will contain the entire record of the way we
passed our life in the world. Rich in content, ayat 23-
39 enjoin high moral standards: they particularly
emphasise our duties towards our parents: ‘Treat
them with humility and tenderness and pray: “Lord,

- forgive them, as they raised me up when I was little”

(17:23-24). People who spend senselessly are called

‘brothers of Satan,’ (17:27) and adultery is strongly

condemned (17:32). Ayah 37 enjoins us ‘not to walk
upon the earth proudly.’ Describing the innumerable
blessings of Allah upon mankind, it reminds us that
Allah guides us by ‘land and sea’ (17:70). Towards the
end, the sirah says that Allah has ‘'set forth for us in
the Qur’an all manner of arguments,” and that ‘if 3]]
humans and jinn combined to write the like of this
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